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Family fun at Fancourt
We want to thank all the Fancourt members, residents, staff and guests who have participated in our photographic competition. In April, professional photographer John
Bryant will announce the winner of the grand prize - two nights for two, at The Manor House.

“Fancourt is the best place in the world!”

H

onourary Masters starter, Gary Player,
spends a considerable amount of time at
Fancourt, most recently at the Dimension
Data Pro-Am. He spoke to The Fancourt Life
about being back where his career in golf course
design began…
One can hear and feel Gary Player’s presence
before he enters a room. A self-proclaimed
extrovert who loves people, he’s well-known for
stopping to chat, pose, hug or offer some golfing
tips to players on the course. He’s exuberant
and cheerful, brimming with positivity, despite
the recent loss of his wife of 64 years, Vivienne,
a loss that he describes as being ‘excruciatingly
painful’. Although he considers himself blessed
to be surrounded by a loving family with six
children, 22 grandchildren and several greatgrandchildren, it’s clear that Gary Player is in
his happy place being back at Fancourt. “I still
remember when I said to Dr Hasso Plattner, ‘you
must buy this land, and we’re going to make
the best Links golf course in the world. There is
nothing like it, anywhere’.”
As the designer of the number one golf course

in South Africa and Fancourt’s iconic hallmark,
The Links, and his involvement in the design of
Outeniqua and Montagu, Player is more than at
home; he’s living history. He’s the quintessential
ambassador for South Africa, proclaiming the
virtues of living along the Garden Route.
Player’s golfing longevity and acclaim
undoubtedly come from his rigid adherence to
discipline and his ambition, which he openly
admits “some have called it cockiness, but I
call it believing that I was going to win”. His
tangible joie de vivre stems from four principles
that he lives by: “Firstly, eat less than you need.
Secondly, exercise every day. Thirdly, laugh as
much as you can. Fourth, come from a place of
love. I love people. I love golf. I love my life.”
The retired South African golfing professional
has had 24 PGA Tour victories. He’s the only
golfer in the 20th century to win a British Open
title in three different decades. In addition, he
holds the record for playing in the Masters the
most times (52). His company, Gary Player
Design, has designed more than 135 golf
courses worldwide.
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Although I want and need my career,
being here, at home, is where my heart is.

“T

his is what heaven should look like. And if
I get up there and it doesn’t look like this,
I’ll be disappointed!” says the presenter
of the VIA TV series “Op soek na Eden” (In Search
of Eden), journalist and Fancourt resident Marliza
van den Berg about the beauty of the estate.
Content with city life, Marliza, her husband and
two young sons were initially apprehensive about
trading in the hustle and bustle for the small town
of George. But it was a gradual introduction with
an initial stay at their friends’ Fancourt house.
“We were in search of a more gentle life and
immediately saw that Fancourt was the epitome
of safety and lifestyle.” So 14 years ago, they built
their house, moved in … and have never looked
back.
Over the years, Marliza has welcomed the
shift towards a more family-oriented estate. “As
a family, we’ve loved the security at Fancourt
– our child can jump on his bike and ride to the
swimming pool and fish in the dam. I still have
pictures of my son in his high school uniform
with his fishing rod. It’s like living on a farm. It’s
idyllic.” Marliza believes her children have found
calmness, empathy and inner peace. “When my
child is outdoors, he does not have to be kept
occupied all the time, and that creates a healthy
mind. This is a calming environment for my older
son, who is autistic. He needs boundaries, he feels

New offerings from

The Spa
at Fancourt

March
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Paint and Pinotage
- Le Pecheur
(10:00 – 13:00, R550 pp)

19
25

Beauty and Bubbles
- Le Pecheur
(10:00 – 13:00, R425 pp)

Crafts and Canapes
- Le Pecheur
(17:00 – 19:00, R450 pp)

And, don’t miss this month’s

Blackboard Specials
• The Club Lounge – A
Tanqueray gin at R70
(optional: tonic included)
• Monet’s – French
75 Cocktail at R60
• La Cantina –
Bin end wines
on display at
discounted prices

reservations@fancourt.co.za
or 044 804 0010

secure here, and that helps.”
Being in a demanding work environment means
returning to silence is important to Marliza. After
exploring the hidden gems of the Garden Route
through her series, she treasures being in her own
home. At Fancourt, Marliza and her husband enjoy
walking the estate with their wire-haired terrier,
Frik, strolling past The Manor House to admire the
rose gardens stopping at the gym for a workout
or just watching the changing seasons from their
patio overlooking the Outeniqua Mountains.
As a former Facilities Manager for Distell, Marliza
has developed a strong appreciation for good
food and wine, refined through a cooking course
in France, and loves to conjure up a dinner for the
family – always around a candle-lit table.
“We also love going to La Cantina, which is like
a home from home, where the staff treat us like
family,” she adds, “and the best thing is that it’s
within walking or golf cart distance, so we don’t
have to worry about how we’re going to get back
home.”
Marliza has never become blasé about the
beauty of Fancourt. “I always feel sorry for the
Gauteng people packing up after a holiday. They
work their butts off to spend three weeks here, but
we’re here all the time. Although I want and need
my career, being here, at home, is where my heart
is.”

Family fare
This blueberry and buttermilk flapjack
recipe is a winner, says Executive Chef
Desmond Morgan
BLUEBERRY AND BUTTERMILK FLAPJACKS
WITH BANANA AND HONEY
1 1/2 cups cake flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1 tablespoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cups buttermilk (or yoghurt but add a little milk too)
1 large egg
2 tablespoons of melted butter
Mix the dry ingredients first. Separately whisk together the
egg, butter and buttermilk, then whisk the wet ingredients
into the dry ingredients but don’t over mix. Add whole
blueberries at the end.
Serve with banana and even one rasher of bacon and
maple syrup (or honey).
(You could also exchange
the blueberries for corn
kernels and serve with
warm baked beans and
eggs for dinner.)

he Spa at Fancourt is the first Spa in South Africa to
stock a 100% organic, locally produced and crueltyfree skincare range, ‘The One’. As we head towards
the Easter holidays, why not treat yourself and book an
appointment:
• Mom/Daughter and Father/Son, or tandem family
treatments
• Extended duration options for your favourite massages
• Exclusive upgrade and enhancement options
• Partner/couple options
• Value-for-money options including express treatments
• Organic teeth whitening
For bookings, please contact The Spa on 044 8040013
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The evolution

of Fancourt’s
golf courses

By Ryan Reed: Director of
Sports & Recreation

H

aving been invited to assess the courses,
Gary Player and his Chief Designer Jeff
Lawrence spent three days on-site and
submitted an upgrade plan as a blueprint taking
into consideration Dr Hasso Plattner and Mr Gary
Player’s original vision.
We identified three key design elements that
define the identity of The Montagu and The
Outeniqua. They are parkland courses with treelined fairways, beautiful pristine water features
and abundant colourful gardens. The contrast of
the white residential properties with lush green
golf courses, colourful Cape country gardens and
majestic mountain views were to be preserved.
Executing the plan
Budgets were agreed upon, and we have slowly
but surely implemented the upgrades, some
very subtle (improving shot values, memorability,
aesthetic values etc.) that not even members who
play the course regularly would notice.
For example, moving a bunker edge by a metre
and lowering the face by two feet, making the
back right portion of a green visible, or moving
the edge of a green one meter closer to the
water’s edge highlighting not only the physical
but also the mental challenges of golf.
Strategic tree planting to improve shot strategy
has also blended the landscape between the
residential estate and the course.
All the changes are designed to elevate the
playing experience to world-class! The courses
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tender bulb native to
tropical East and South
Africa, the Scadoxus
multiflorus (from the Amaryllis
family) blooms during March
and April and is grown for
its spectacular blood-red
inflorescences that give rise to
its common name of blood lily.
These bulbous perennials
are easy to grow, provided
they’re kept frost-free and
relatively dry while dormant
over winter. In late spring,
they can be planted out into
sheltered, warm borders to
provide bursts of midsummer
colour.
For best results, grow
Scadoxus multiflorus in full
sun or partial shade in humusrich, well-drained soil in a
sheltered spot. Lift the bulbs
in autumn before frosts arrive.
They could also be grown in a
pot all year round.

have moved up in the World Rankings and
provide a spectacular venue for The World’s
Professional Championships.
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A golfing paradise!
In the recent SA TOP 100 rankings released
in February 2020, The Montagu climbed the
rankings to 5th and finished 2nd only to The Links
in overall conditioning. The Outeniqua ranked
20th and ranked 7th in overall conditioning. In
presentation, The Montagu ranked the best in SA
ahead of The Links, and The Outeniqua ranked
4th. All three courses are ranked in the top four.
The Links retained its number one ranking for
the ninth consecutive year being 1st in overall
conditioning and 3rd in presentation.
Credit has to go to Gerhard Van Rooyen.
The dedication he and his team deliver is truly
remarkable. Early mornings, long hours and
variable working conditions make for a very tough
job with extremely high expectations. Gerhard
and his senior team of Moses, Kobie, Dawie,
Riesa, Erwee, Duncan, Eric, Johnson, Leon,
Riaan, William, Henru, Pieter, Ruben and Jan and
Tolla deliver over and above expectations, and
Fancourt is privileged to have such dedication.
So, hats off, gentlemen, you should be very
proud.
The upgrades are not completed. The most
exciting is yet to come.

• If a dog barks continuously for six
minutes, it’s considered a nuisance,
and security can be called.
• The supervisor or response driver
will investigate/observe from a
distance to not draw the animal’s
attention.
• A set checklist is completed,
and they may only move closer to
investigate the cause, i.e. golfers,
contractors, etc., once they have
observed a six-minute period of
barking.
• A complaint is logged in the
security observation book and
appears on the daily security report
to be addressed with the relevant
owner.
• At this point, the homeowner is
contacted and asked to assist in
preventing future incidents. If the
problem continues, the homeowner
will be notified in writing and warned
that penalties will be issued. (These
penalties are donated to the SPCA at
the end of each financial year.)
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And the
winner
is...

C

ongratulations to Germany’s
Alexander Knappe for winning
the prestigious Dimension
Data Pro-Am by a single stroke over
South Africa’s Dean Burmester.
“After a final-round battle that saw
him and Burmester tied for the lead
for most of the day, Knappe birdied
the par-five 18th on the Montagu
golf course for a 68 that earned him
victory on 23 under par. Burmester
took second place on 22 under par
with a closing 68 of his own.
For Knappe, this was an emotional
victory at a place he calls his
second home and where he spends
the European winters practising.
“Fancourt is like a home for me. I
live here on the estate. The three
courses here are so good to practice
on and get ready for tournaments.
South Africa is really lovely, and
George is special to me,” said a
delighted Knappe, who last won in
2016.” (Source: OFM)

Golf is the
ideal family
sport

GOLF COURSE

News

Keeping
things green
A word from resort
superintendent
Gerhard van Rooyen
With the recent announcement of
South Africa’s Top 100 golf courses,
followed swiftly by the Dimension
Data Pro-Am tournament, we
are extremely proud of the golf
maintenance team for taking
ownership of the courses that they
oversee and maintain, and we look
forward to even more growth and
development within the team.
Year to date rainfall figures are well
below average. These, combined
with the extreme heatwave weather
pattern we have experienced over
the past few weeks, have produced
a few areas on the courses where

By Val Holland

the grass has died off. This is due to
the soil being compacted and limited
water access. However, we are going
through all these areas with an aerator
to de-compact them and sow new
grass, and so these areas should
improve and recover.

As golf is a process of
maintaining the course of your
ball, and you cannot directly
influence your teammates or your
playing partners, it may appear to
be an individual sport rather than
one played as a team. However,
while it does revolve around one’s
own performance, the game of golf is
perfect for families, and here are three
good reasons why…
The physically undemanding nature
of the sport makes it accessible to
players of all ages. Everyone can play
together as golf carts can solve mobility
problems for the very young or older
family members. Using handicaps
(a numerical measure of a players’
proficiency), the playing fields, so to
speak, are equal, allowing the novice to
play with the more experienced golfer
Most sports are so fast-paced that
players do not have time to converse
with one another. Noncompetitive
golf’s easy-going nature and frequent
waiting periods allow parties to
engage in meaningful conversations.
In addition, golf courses provide the
perfect environment for family bonding -

Produced by Chantal Rutter Media, chantal@chantalrutter.com, 0767127112

peaceful, scenic and distant from the
hustle and bustle of daily life.
Fancourt Head Teaching
Professional Val Holland has
represented South Africa as an
amateur and joined the PGA of
South Africa in 2000. She’s been
coaching for 18 years. Val has
been the South African Women’s
National Coach since 2004, has
coached a number of players on
the European and Sunshine Tour
and has been instrumental in the
development of junior golf in the
Southern Cape.

